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Jihadists Continue to Heed Call to Act – Paris is once again the site of a ramming and an 

attempted knife attack by homegrown jihadists this week, both of which targeted soldiers.  Six anti-terrorism 
soldiers were injured when an Algerian national living in France rammed them with a rented sedan in a 
pedestrian zone outside their “barracks”—an apartment building in Levallois-Perret—on Wednesday morning.  
Police later caught up to the 36-year-old in the visibly damaged vehicle some 160 miles north of Paris where 
they shot him and took him into custody.  Four nights earlier, a 19-year-old French man from West Africa burst 
through security at the Eiffel Tower wielding a knife while shouting, “Allahu Akbar.”  He was immediately 
surrounded by armed security and after he was “very quickly overpowered and arrested,” he revealed that he 
wanted to attack a soldier and was in contact with a member of Islamic State who urged him to take action. 

Assessment:  Neither of the two perpetrators was under watch by counterterrorism forces.  The would-be 
attacker at the Eiffel Tower was wearing a shirt with the colors and insignia of the Paris-Saint Germain soccer 
club: the monument was lit up and adorned with PSG colors and signage in honor of the signing of a Brazilian 
star to the team.  Although it was reported that the individual was recently discharged from a psychiatric 
hospital, this may indicate some level of planning.  As for the soldiers, their clothing mattered also: while they 
were not yet on duty, they were clearly attacked, though outside their residence, due to their uniforms. 

Car used to run down soldiers with clearly visible damage 

 

Early-Morning IED Shakes Worshipers at Minnesota Mosque – A small but “sophisticated” improvised explosive device was set 

off in the imam’s office through a broken window in a Bloomington, Minn. mosque early Saturday morning.  About a dozen people were in a nearby room for 
morning prayers at the time of the explosion (5:05 a.m.), but the imam had not yet arrived; nobody was injured.  Minnesota’s governor, Mark Dayton, declared 
the incident an act of terrorism amid an FBI investigation.  The mosque, located just south of Minneapolis, is Minnesota’s largest and serves a substantial 
Somali community in the area. 

Assessment:  With “soft” security, immensely symbolic significance, and the potential for zero to hundreds of casualties—depending on the goals of 
prospective attackers--houses and centers of worship are as attractive as it gets for a continuum of hate-terror targeting.  Responders should not only be 
hardily familiar with religious edifices in their districts, but gain at least a sense of use specific to times of days and days of week, beyond what may appear 
obvious, to understand potential life hazards at any given time. 
 

 

 

 

 ‘It Will Be a Fire That Burns the Cross and its People’ – ISIS has released the 12
th
 issue of Rumiyah, its 

propaganda magazine published in English, French, German, Russian, Bosnian, Indonesian, Kurdish, Pashto, and Uighur versions, in 
which it remained self-assured and defiant despite the recent loss of Mosul.  Once again, the concept of fire is prominently featured; this 
time within the headline and text of the cover story.  In a Q and A formatted article discussing the defense of Raqqa, an anonymous ISIS 
leader testifies that fire will burn “the Cross and its people,” and give “honor to the Islamic State…”  In addition to this powerful imagery 
and central theme, pages later it discusses properties of “White Phosphorus” in a how-to jihad section, including its application in 
“Burning” as a military application. 

Assessment:  As we have consistently reported, the idea using fire as a weapon among jihadist organizations, and as influenced to 
followers, has become a prevailing topic.  It is expected that this simple and attention-getting weapon will continue to increase in 
occurrence.  For example, the London Bridge attackers (Watchline 06.08.17) had multiple petrol bombs in their possession that they were 
apparently unable to employ before being shot down by police.  Theirs may be a model for the low-entry, do-it-yourself jihadist; killing and 
maiming by ramming, slashing, and then burning.  This trifecta would allow those seeking martyrdom to go out in a blaze of glory. 

 

Mailed Chemical Sickens Kansas City IRS Workers – Ten people took sick in the mailroom of a sprawling IRS center in Kansas City, 

Missouri at around 9:45 a.m. on Friday, due to chemical fumes from a package that was mailed to the location.  Complaints included eye irritation, chest 
tightness, and shortness of breath, and two individuals with nausea and vomiting were transported to the hospital, but declared in good condition by 2:45 p.m.  
The Kansas City Fire Department isolated the package and tested the air, however the building on the whole was not evacuated.  Federal investigators took 
over the scene. 

Assessment:  A DHS spokeswoman said the package was an envelope that smelled of ammonia, but offered no other details.  With an overarching 
responsibility for life safety, local fire departments must be familiar with federal and other-jurisdictional facilities and in such cases as above, recognized 
chemical exposure and employ mass casualty procedures. 
 

Visual Lies, Visual Eyes: Visualize – Beyond “lies” and “damned lies,” lies “statistics,” according to 19
th
 

century British Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli (and popularized by Mark Twain).  Beyond numbers alone, however, 
statistics and other measurements can be quite deceiving, either intentionally so, or otherwise.  An easy example that 
can be readily visualized in the mind is a map of the U.S. illustrating voting for Democrat (blue) and Republican (red) 
candidates by state in any given national election.  In recent times, where votes are somewhat evenly split, one might 
get the impression that the majority of the country votes Republican as more states are filled red than blue.  As we all 
know, this does not account for the Electoral College skew to more populated states and devalues geographically 
smaller states. Some good articles have been written, illustrating ways in which graphic representation of numbers may 
be deceiving, including such problems as truncated and dual axes, implying causation through correlation, and a rash 
of area and dimension manipulations. 

Assessment:  Firefighters, emergency medics, and police must constantly size up potentially or overtly dangerous 
situations that are routinely encountered in the course of duty.  Seasoned veterans learn not to take everything at face 
value, and these lessons are passed to junior members both orally, in text, and through training.  Ideally, the 
culmination of this safety information informs members in a way to allow for visualization, beyond what is seen with the 
eyes.  It is important to note that lessons learned in close calls may be as valuable as those gathered through tragedy. 
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Notable: Details of Australian Airplane Plot Emerge – Australian Federal Police Deputy Commissioner Michael Phalen 

revealed in a press conference on August 4
th
, some details of plotting by two brothers in Australia to take down a passenger jet, and, upon failure to 

do so, release a highly toxic chemical into a crowded public place.  The pair had received a meat-grinder-based IED along with high-grade military 
explosives and instructions on assembly from an ISIS commander in Syria.  They planned to smuggle the bomb onboard an Etihad Airways (United 
Arab Emirates) flight in the suitcase of a third, unwitting brother.  After abandoning the plan at the last minute, they then began scheming to make an 
improvised chemical device to disperse hydrogen sulfide, again with the counsel of the Syrian ISIS contact. 
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